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Fire district critics 
are ticketed, fined 
Attorneys say citations violate residents' 
civil rights, Missouri Sunshine Law. 

BY ELiZABETHE HOLLAND 
eholland@post-dispatch.com " 314-340-8259 

BEVERLY HILLS. They've been banned, blocked, booted 
- even arrested. 

And mostrecently - since Beverly Hills officials decided 
to stop arresting them - unwelcome critics at Northeast 
fire board meetings have been ticketed and fined. 

Last week the Northeast Ambulance and Fire Protection 
District· sent notices of violation to Patricia Gaddess, Pat 
Boul and Mike Britt, accusing them of trespassing by at­
tending board meetings after being banned for a year. 

Two attorneys contesting the citations say the notices 
violate the residents' civil rights and the state Sunshine 
Law. . 

Beverly Hills police had helped exclude critics from 
meetings, but recently stepped back at the behest of city 
officials. 

With no one to arrest or remove the three, the district 
sent them notices of violation, signed by board president 
Robert Edwards, ordering payment of $100 fines within 30 
days. The citations make no mention of a court date to con-
test the charges, but warn that anyone who ignores them 

c will have to appear in St. Louis County Circuit Court and 
:. could be subject to a $500 fine and six months in jail. 
" Attorneys FrankVatterott andKris Boevinglohresponded 
" with letters to Edwards this week, saying residents plan to 

. fight. 
"I find your notice of violation particularly disturbing as 

you do not have general police powers:' wrote Boevingloh, 
who himself was arrested after trying to attend a board 
meeting while wearing a T-shirt showing opposition to a 
board-supported bond issue. The charges against Boevin­
gloh were dropped. 

A call Thursday to board president Edwards, and e-mails 
to board attorney Elbert Walton Jr., were not returned. 

The board banned Boul for allegedly destroying public 
property - a sign barring food and drink in the administra­
tion building. And it banned Britt and Gaddess for allegedly 
disrupting meetings. 

District officials sent the citations without regard to a 
lawsuit filed against the district and its board in July by the 

and the state auditor. That suit 
among other-things, that the board has improperly 

excluded residents from meetings. 
As the board was passing resolutions to ban residents in 

the spring, state Rep. Rochelle Walton Gray, a daughter of 
fire district attorney Elbert Walton Jr., introduced a bill to 
allow fire and other districts to appoint their own police. 
The proposal by Gray, D-St. Louis County, would have 
given such officers the authority to make arrests and "to 
expel persons from public buildings and grounds for violat­
ing rules and regulations of the board?' 

The bill never got a hearing. 
"She was unable to communicate whatever her message 

was successfully to us:' said Rep. Joe Smith, R-St. Charles, 
vice chair of the Local Government Committee. 

Former state Rep. Juanita Head Walton, who previously 
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bert Walton Jr., introduced a sirnllarly worded bill in 2008. 
Asked Thursday whether she planned to reintroduce the 

~. Walton Gray said she was not sure. A follow-up e-mail 
.. to the Post-Dispatch said she would not be able to get back 
'!' to the newspaperregarding the matter. 




