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Note To The 911 Board: Vote Like Adults 
The week after the August meeting of 

the Ralls County 911 Board Meeting, the 
RCHE reported that members of the 
board voted by secret ballot to select a 
new member to fill a vacancy in the 
eastern district. In the same issue, I 
stated in an editorial that in my opinion, 
and in the opinion of Missouri Press 
Association attorney Jean Maneke, the 
vote was illegal. 

To paraphrase Maneke's comments to 
me, all votes in open sessions are by 
voice, a show of hands, or roll call. 
There is no such thing as a secret ballot 
in either open or closed meetings. 

I also stated that I had faxed the board's 
attorney a letter informing him that the 
vote was most likely illegal. Not surpris­
ingly, my letter was not acknowledged. 
No return letter. Not even a short phone 
call or email. My guess is that my fax 
was promptly deposited, unread, into the 
nearest "circular file." 

Perhaps I was wrong in calling such a 
lack of response "arrogant," but I don't 
know how else to describe it. Over the 
years I have sent quite a number of 
letters to board and city council attor­
neys, informing them as to what ap­
peared to be illegal proceedings in their 
respective governing bodies. All corre­
spondences have been polite. Not once 
have I ranted, raved, or threatened legal 
action. But not once have I received a 
reply, either. I suppose - and this is 
where the perceived arrogance lies -
attorneys haven't bothered to answer my 
letters because I am just a simple coun­
try editor and do not have one of them 
there law degrees. What can I possibly 
know about the law? So why bother with 
giving me the time of day or even 
tossing me a surly "harrumph"? 
Now, let me back up a moment and say 

this: My questioning the legality of the 

vote has absolutely nothing to do with 
Mr. Reed, the candidate who was pur­
portedly selected to fill the board va­
cancy. I don't know Mr. Reed personally, 
but judging from what I have heard 
about him from law enforcement offi­
cials and others, he appears to be very 
well qualified for the position. 

To repeat, my problem is with the 
legality of the vote. Also, I am per­
plexed as to why the 911 board and their 
attorney are not taking this issue seri­
ously. If last month's secret ballot is not 
rescinded and if a new, legal vote is not 
taken, the legitimacy of every future 
decision this board makes may be in 
question and may very well be illegal. 
Does the board want to take that chance? 
Does Mr. Reed want the board to take 
that chance? And let me remind the 
board members that if they receive bad 
legal advice from an attorney, that does 
not get them off the hook for any bad 
decisions they make. 

This is not complicated parliamentary 
procedure, folks. First, vote to rescind 
the secret ballot. Then, someone should 
make a motion to elect Mr. Reed (or 
whomever) to fill the vacancy. Next, the 
motion should be seconded. Then vote 
on the motion by a show of hands or by 
aye's and nay's. In less than five minutes 
all of your potential problems will be 
taken care of. 

In all my years of covering meetings, 
this was the first time I have ever seen 
voting by secret ballot. It sounds a lot 
like voting for high school class presi­
dent, doesn't it? But you're not in high 
school anymore, people; you're all 
supposed to be adults. So man up, show 
your constituents you have some intes­
tines, and vote like adults. Don't hide 
behind a piece of folded-up paper. 

GS 




