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Sunshine Law com-

. pliance was the main
concern of the Pleasant
Hope R-6 school district
audit discussion on board
meetings.

According to the audit
report, the district did not
document some dis-
cussed issues and votes
taken during closed ses-
sion. Meeting minutes
did not always have
detail of matters dis-
cussed, and the report
stated there were cases in
which the minutes indi-
cated a passed motion,
but lacked a record of
number of votes for and
against.

During the March 17,
2008, closed session
meeting, the board dis-
cussed the district’s
budget with its bonding
company. During the
Sept. 10, 2008, closed
session meeting, the
board discussed an
upcoming study session.

Meeting minutes did
not appear to be accurate;
during a March 17, 2008,
closed session meeting,

R-6 board makes il%ogrovements, says |
‘audit report, offers follow- up meeting

minutes show a board
member left early, but
then voted to return to
open session.

Meeting minutes were
not prepared or retained
for the sports complex
advisory committee and
according to the report, it
is unclear how often the
committee met and what
decisions were made.

The report also found
that district business was
conducted outside of reg-
ular open meetings in
study sessions held at
restaurants in Spring-
field.

The district provided
the following response in
the report: “The current
superintendent and board
believe topics allowed
during closed session are
only being discussed as
of the 2008-09 school
year. The discussion that
took place on Sept. 10,
2008, was not for a study
session, but a board
retreat which only dis-
cussed the goals for the
superintendent, which he
would be held account-
able for during his evalu-
ation later in the school

year. ... The superintend-
ent and board are very
aware of the Sunshine
Law and will make every
effort to discuss only
allowable topics during
closed session. ... The
district is no longer con-
ducting study session
meetings.”

Dr. Tom Allen, Pleas-
ant Hope’s current super-
intendent, said that the
state audit has brought
some things to light that
the district will improve
upon, if they have not
already done so. He plans
to offer a meeting in the
next couple of weeks to
allow patrons to ask
questions about the cur-
rent state of the district
and how their money is
being spent.

“I don’t want any-
body to walk away
thinking that this is a bad
school district,” he said.
“Patrons are going to
see, by the end of this
school year, that we’re
not doing business any
way that we used to. I
invite anybody to come
and see what our district
is doing right.”
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Chapter 2

andy and Judy sat on the bench
Sand waited. As the train got

closer to the station, the whistle got
louder. All the people in the station started
getting up and moving outside.

The stationmaster walked out onto
the platform to signal the engineer who
would pull the train into the station. The
girls worked their way through the crowd
to watch the train’s arrival.

Sometimes, if the engineer mis-
judged the station, the train would make
a hard jolt as it stopped. This time,
however, the train rolled into the sta-
tion and made a gentle stop.

The conductor stepped off the last
car and put a small stool on the platform
for the passengers to use as they got off
the train.

Immediately people started climbing
down from the train to the platform.
Friends and family met many of the
people who where getting off the train.
There was a lot of hugging and hand
shaking as the passengers arrived.

One of the last people off the train
was a young lady dressed in white. The
lady was carrying a purse and a big book.

Sandy and Judy looked at each other.
This lady did not look like most of -the
people who came to their town.

The girls watched as she approached
the depot agent. The stationmaster tipped
his hat and the two spoke for a moment.
Then the lady pointed to a small trunk
and walked away.

Still curious about the lady in white,
Sandy turned her attention to a loud noise
coming from one of the freight cars. She
looked to see what was happening. Men
were unloading large crates and setting
them onto wagons.

At the same time, other people and
freight were being loaded on the train.
Everyone was saying goodbye and wav-
ing out the windows once they got on
the train.

Soon the workmen were gone and
the train was ready to leave. The engi-
neer gave a last toot of the whistle and
the conductor walked along the train call-
ing for everyone to get aboard. Then the
conductor picked up his little stool and
boarded the train.

Sandy looked around for the young
lady who had gotten off the train. She
was sitting alone on a bench in the sta-
tion looking out a window at the town
and its muddy streets. Her clean white
dress stuck out from the rest of the
crowd in the station.

Both Sandy and Judy thought the
stranger looked like a teacher. Then
Sandy had a new thought. Mrs. Smyth
had said there would be a surprise for
them at school on Monday. Could this
lady be a new teacher? Sandy loved her
teacher, Mrs. Smyth, and hoped she was
not leaving the school.

As the girls stood in the station and
talked about the lady, Judy stopped in mid-
sentence. Her eyes widened and her jaw
dropped open. Sandy turned around and
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Things te FThink
Mot and Do

A. In this chapter, who were thef

two people who worked on the train?:
What did they do on the train? Do.
you think there were any other work-
ers on a train in 1920? ‘
- B. The train stays in the station,
for a short time. How do you think|
all the people and suppies can get!

off and onthe train on time? Lay out, !

aplantodoa;obqwc!d

- C. Unloading trains required &ft*i;;-
mg heavy cargo. Look through the

Classified ads in your newspaper for
jobs that today still require ’Iiﬂing
heavy cargo.

saw the lady in white stand up and ap-
proach someone who had just come into

the station.

Author Kay Hively and illustrator «

Billie Gofourth-Stewart both live in
Neosho, Mo. Author Russ Hively lives in
Newronia, Mo. Produced by the Missouri

Press Foundation. Copyright 2007.
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Warren Hayes

This show will go on

’m a firm believer that sportswrit-
Iers, common run-of-the-mill Joes

like me, shouldn’t write about
themselves. There are far more inter-
esting topics to cover.

This week, though, I have to make
an exception, even though I consider
myself to be a private person. I need to
explain some things, plus hand out
oodles and gobs of thanks.

I have cancer.

I found out in February that I had a
serious type of cancer, for which the
prognosis is not real good for recovery.
There is no surgery for what I have,
and radiation is not an option.

I am into my sixth month of
chemotherapy. That course of treat-
ment will determine if I make it or not.
Even if I do respond well — and my
first two scans have indicated the
cancer has been reduced — it doesn’t
appear I’ll die of old age, as several in
my family have.

Considering I think I’m in my 20s
instead of my 50s — I turned 57 on
Tuesday — I was a little stunned to hear
I might not be around all that long. I
really wanted to grow old with my
beloved wife, Ellen. We haven’t even

been married 20 years yet. It’s like
we’'re newlyweds.

I probably didn’t ever intend on
retiring, either. I’'m having way too
much fun doing what I’m doing.

Since learning of my illness, people
— including my doctor — have asked me
if I intended to continue to work since
there are other things I might want to
do while I still can.

Of course, I am going to continue
writing sports. It’s what I do, it’s who
[ am. Every day that I’m able to make
it into my office — and the side effects
of the chemotherapy, particularly the
fatigue, can make that difficult — I think
I’m at Disneyland. As I type this, my
hands and feet are numb as can be,
something I’'m sure others who have
had chemo can relate to, but I’'m happy
as a lark.

While I may not be the matinee idol
I once was and I get around as slowly
as my father did when he was 90, |
have nary a complaint. Every month,
day, minute, second is a bonus.

(When 1 was out of the office in
the hospital in February, I couldn’t wait
to get back to work so that I could be
reminded how beloved I am. One of
my co-workers quickly reminded me

See HAYES, Page 41
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Continued from Page 38

that everyone thinks I’'m a jerk, which
was absolute music to my ears.)

As long as I’'m able to work, I will.
When I first got sick, I said I would do a
column each week even if I had to type
it with my teeth. Upon further review, I
think I"d probably dictate it to someone,
but I am tickled that  haven’t had to miss
writing one yet.

Regular readers know I haven’t lost
my hardball, either. My columns are just
as opinionated and pointed as they ever
have been. I feel I owe it to my readers
each week to A) inform them; B) enter-
tain them; or C) aggravate them.

[ hope everyone can tell | have been
extremely positive during this entire ex-
perience. I am a strong-willed person,
something | think has been serving me
well. I am not bitter. I am not depressed.
I am trying to lead my life like I always
did. I wouldn’t say that’s a normal exist-
ence — my wife would be the first to tell
you there is not much about me that is
normal — but I believe my attitude has
helped immensely.

I plan on being here a long time. It
may not work out that way, but planning
on an alternative outcome simply is not
acceptable. And I also hope that I can
send the message to those who have an
illness that being as positive as possible
is the best route to go. That doesn’t guar-
antee anything, but at least it makes you
feel better while you’re trying to get well.

What also has helped is the over-

whelming response I have received from
people who knew I was sick. (Here is
one quick example of a call that meant a
lot to me: When De Soto boys basketball
coach Allen Davis found out, he called
to succinctly say, “Bub, you’ll make it.
You’re a keeper.” That’s vintage Davis,
folks.) .

The calls, e-mails, letters, gifts, in-
quiries, etc., have been so appreciated by
me and by my wife. From the Leader
staff to all my sports acquaintances to all
the people who don’t even know me well
but are in my corner, I can’t thank all of
you enough. I am almost speechless, but
there again people who really know me
know I’m never really out of comments.

Everyone should be so fortunate to
receive support like 1 have. The nurses
who treat me have been fantastic. My
wife couldn’t be more devoted in the care
she gives me.

No one should ever be afraid to ask
me about my illness, either — it’s not a

Eftyjé Sports editoranxious to return to work, only to get earful of candor

sore subject, it’s a reality that [ deal with
day to day.

But I do want to point out that I’'m
not asking anyone to feel sorry for me.
So many people have ilinesses far worse
than mine. I have had a wonderful life,
being blessed so many ways in my 57
years.

I do ask that people, in addition to
those who already knew of my situation
and have put me on their individual or
church prayer lists, to pray for me if they
are so inclined. I'm a firm believer in
prayer and I’m convinced all those
prayers that have been sent my way have
helped. While I’m not a very emotional
person, the kindness and support I have
been shown the last few months really
does give me what I'd have to call tears
of joy. I sincerely thank all of you so
much.

Now I need to explain something
about my work status. I am here in the
Leader office when I can be, but I am
not able to put in the long hours I used to
on the weekend. As a result, 1 need all
the fall coaches — whether it be football,
softball, volleyball, soccer or cross coun-
try — to send in their results and com-
mentary on their teams’ week activities
no later than Sunday each week via e-
mail or fax. (Monday is too late. Please
remember this.)

As much as I would like to continue
to talk with every coach as often as pos-
sible, I’ve reached the conclusion that it’s
just not possible while I battle this illness.
(There is no guarantee I will even be here
every Sunday, like I always was in the
past.)

In the fall and spring, I used to aver-
age more than 30 calls on a Sunday. I
can’t do that anymore, much to my cha-
grin.

Still, T want all teams to be repre-
sented in our paper, but more than ever,
I am going to need full cooperation from
each coach. (I remind coaches this is a
one-person sports department. It is no
one else’s responsibility to take your info,
so don’t impose on anyone else; they’re
busy doing their own jobs at the paper.)

If a coach doesn’t want to take the
time to share information, appoint an as-
sistant coach, a manager — anyone — to
turn in the details. Not being able to get
through to speak to me will no longer be
an alibi for not having your team included

in this paper, not that it ever was.

I should point out that, partially due
to my problematic work status, there will
not be a special Leader football preview
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section this month. However, just like in
the early days of this paper, you will find
an extended sports section with previews
on every area team. Ads are being sold
for that Aug. 27 edition, if anyone is in-
terested.

So there still will be football previews
— it just won’t be a special pullout sec-
tion and it won’t have the extra features
we usually include. Hopefully, next year
I will be up to tackle such a time-con-
suming project.

One more thing: Just because I’'m
admittedly not at full strength, no one
should think they can’t take pot shots at
me or be angry over something I’ve writ-
ten. As I’ve said countless times, no one
is ever going to insult me or hurt my feel-

ings — it’s just not possible. I’'m not brag-
ging but merely stating a fact — I have
the perfect temperament for this job.
Everyone is entitled to his or her opinion.
I received a scathing letter last week and
it was nice to think I had so touched a
nerve. Getting people to agree or disagree
with me never is a consideration; getting
them to read religiously is the point. I sure
hope this kid from Festus who later this
month will start his 40th year of
sportswriting gets to extend that string
for many years to come.

I don’t intend on writing another
column about myself, but I will keep
readers posted of news, good or bad. My
many readers who have shown they care
deserve to know.
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Francis A. Betz

Francis A. Betz, 99,
Neosho, died Tuesday, Aug.
10, 2009, at his home, follow-
ing an illness.

Mr. Betz was born Dec. 2,
1909, in St. Louis to John
and Antoinette Betz. Frank
worked as a linotype operator
at the St. Louls Post Dispatch
for 35 years, retiring in 1974.
He moved to the Boulder City
area in 1990 from St. Louis
and was a member of St.
Canera’s Catholic Church.

Frank was a devoted hus-
band to his wife Helen of 65
years and she preceded him
in death in 1999.

He is survived by two sons
and daughter’s-in-law, Dr.
Richard and Christine Betz
and Dr. Robert and Diana
Betz all of Neosho; five grand-
children, Dr. Steven Betz,
Mason City, Iowa, Dr. David
Betz, Modesto, Calif., Dian
Jones, Joplin, Karen Betz,
South Beach, Fla., and Maria
Franklin, Neosho; and nine
great-grandchildren. .~
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We're lnoking for educators inlerested in
learning how the newspaper can be used
as a classroom ool to raise standard-
ized test scores, improve reading skills,
enlunce studies across the carmiculum
and foster lifetime reading habits.

The Living Testhook: Integrating the
Newspaper into the K-12 Curriculum, is
a four-hour teacher workshop offered by
your newspaper in partnership with the
Missouri Press Foundation's Newspaper
In Education program.

\l The lemg Textbook

IS ON THE ROAD!

Teacher Training on Integrating the
Newspaper into the K-12 Curriculum

Wednesday, Aug. 5
12:30 to 4:30 p.m.

Southwest Baptist University, Woody Auditorium

Thistraining is a condensed version of the
popular graduate-level, 16-hour course
offered each summer at the University of
Missouri.

The workshop will address standards-
based competency across the curriculum
at all grade levels. Participants will each
receive a notebook filled with resources.

I am so excited to get back into my classroom
and try these bessons and activities. | houe never
been (oo seminar o wonderful, echarational, or
inspriring as The Living Texthook " -Participant

The fee for this workshop is $25 and pre-registration is required.

To register, contact Sarah West, Bolivar Herald-Free Press,
sarahw@bolivarmonews.com or (417)777-8728.

County:

Greene
17975-08-05_10001
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To reflect changes at the 98-

year-old Branson Daily News
that began in January, the publi-
cation’'s name has been
changed to Branson Tri-Lakes
News effective this edition.

In January, we returned to
our roots with all local stories
from front to back. Gone were
wire stories from across the
state, the country and the world.
Instead, we began focusing
strictly on Branson and the sur-
rounding areas, which include
both Taney and Stone counties,
along with our three lakes,
Taneycomo, Table Rock and
Bull Shoals.

Our mission is to continue
giving readers what they’ve
asked for — local news from
throughout the Tri-Lakes Area.

As always, we look to our
readers for feedback. What do
you want more of? What do
you want less of? What features

catch your eye?
\ Let us know. /
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A free workshop pertain-
ing to the Missouri Sun-
shine Law will be held at
12:30 p.m. Tuesday Aug.
18 in the Commissioner’s
Room at the Scott County
Courthouse located at 131
Winchester in Benton. The
one-hour class will be con-

lic education director for the
MissouriAttorney General’s
Office. Thep §1717

to attend, along with all
interested elected officials
and members of boards and
commissions.

The workshop is part of
an on-going effort by Attor-
ney General Chris Koster
to provide government offi-
cials with the support they
‘| need to be well informed in
conducting their business in
a way that brings transpar-
'y ency and fairness to all as-
' § pects of government. Topics
covered in the presentation
will include:

Who does the Sunshine

’Sé%sfﬁﬁe Law workshop
scheduled at Benton

ducted by Tom Durkin, pub-

Law apply to?
What is a public meeting?.
What is a public record? -

Liberal construction of
the law; ’

Procedures and limita-
tions for closing meetings
and records; ‘

Appointing a custodian of
records; and :
Fees for copying public

‘records.

Foradditional information
regarding Tuesday’s meet-
ing contact Tom Durkin at
the Missouri Attorney Gen-
eral’s Office (573)751-8844.

The Attorney General’s
Office also offers a free
booklet containing a sum-
mary of the Sunshine Law,
frequently -asked ques-
tions, interpretations of
the law and sample forms

for public governmental

bodies. To order publica-
tions, call 573-751-8844 ‘or
submit your request only
at ago.mo.gov. y
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2008 Missouri Associated Press Managing Award
Second Place winner:
Headline Writing |
Renee Jean
“The ATM was empty except for a fish"
Read the story online at
...and it shows!
County:
M adison

18684-08-05_16001
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Attorney General's Offioe offering Sunshine Law Workshop

Jefferson City - A free
workshop pertaining to the
Missouri Sunshine Law will
be held on Monday, Aug.
17, at 10:30 a.m. in Room
200 at the Dunklin County
Courthouse in Kennett. The
one-hour class will be con-
ducted by Tom Durkin, pub-
lic education directar for the
Missouri Attorney General’s
Office. The public is invit-
ed to attend, along with all
interested elected officials
and members of boards and
commissions.

The workshop is part of
an on-going effort by
Attorney General Chris
Koster to provide govern-
ment officials with the sup-

port they need to be well
informed . in conducting
their business in a way that
brings transparency and
fairness to - all aspects of
government. Topicscovered
in the presentation will
include:

* Who does the Sunshine
Law apply to?

* What is a public meet-
ing?

* What is a public record?

* Liberal construction of
the law;

* Procedures and limita-
tions for closing meetings
and records; '

* Appointing a custodian
of records; and

* Fees for copying public

records.

For additional information
regarding Monday’s meet-
ing, contact the Dunklin
County Commission at
(573) 888-1374 or Tom
Durkin at the Missouri
Attorney General’s Office,
(573) 751-8844.

The Attorney General’s
Office also offers a free
booklet containing a sum-
mary of the Sunshine Law.
frequently asked questions,
interpretations of the law
and sample forms for public
governmental bodies. To
order publications, call 573-.
751-8844 or submit your
request online at
ago.mo.gov. : /






