Sunshine Coalition deserves support in pushing open government

Kim Wrinkle • July 2, 2009

If we polled 100 people walking down any street in southwest Missouri, my guess would be that 75 of them would have no idea what the Sunshine Law is about or that it even exists.

Missouri has been given a great opportunity by a group of people who know the importance of open, transparent government and believe that any citizen should have access to public information.

The Missouri Sunshine Coalition was formed this year with the mission of educating Missouri about the Sunshine Law. Members of the coalition believe in a form of government that operates in a free and open environment with access to information and is working to make sure the citizens of our state can get such information in a simple way.

I grew up in a small southwest Missouri town that was either completely ignorant of the Sunshine Law or simply did not think that it applied to them. Perhaps that is one reason I have such strong feelings about the importance of this law. I have experienced firsthand what can happen by not adhering to the Sunshine Law.

According to Section 610.011 of the law: "It is the public policy of this state that meetings, records, votes, actions and deliberations of public governmental bodies be open to the public unless otherwise provided by law."

How could any concerned citizen not want access to the information that molds and guides the community where he or she lives? Any person that believes in a transparent government should support this cause and join in the education and enforcement of the Sunshine Law.

Missouri Attorney General Chris Koster has launched a campaign to educate all 114 counties in Missouri about the Sunshine Law.

His office has contacted each of the counties and has already set up appointments with more than 70. There were five counties that declined but did not cite reasons. It is exciting to see Koster take such a strong interest in ensuring the Sunshine Law is enforced and that communities are educated on the subject.

We have truly needed less apathy and more action towards those in power who have abused the Sunshine Law or simply ignored it.

With the help of the Missouri Sunshine Coalition and the Attorney General's office, I hope that Missouri can become much more proactive with holding our elected officials accountable for their actions.

If you would like more information on joining the Missouri Sunshine Coalition and help in educating our communities about their rights to information you can visit www.missourisunshine.org.
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